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Mr. Carl Nash (Attn Ms. Victoria Hayden)

Regulation Development Section (AR-18])

Air Programs Branch, Air and Radiation Division

USEPA, Region 5 %
77 West Jackson Bivd., Chicago, IL. 60604 '

g

Dear Mlj. MNash:

We are not qualified to discuss a detailed scientific relationship between Michigan’s Rule 901
and National ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) and related air quality goals of the Federal
Clean Air Act.

However, we are well aware that during recent years many other steps have been taken by the
state of Michigan which have effectively negated the public’s input into environmental maiters,
mainly by removing intervening neutral boards and rules easily comprehensibie to citizens
lacking formal technical training. These moves to streamline the Department of Environmental -
Quality may have added to the agency’s efficiency, but have also created a no man’s land
between the public and the final very few decision makers in Lansing.

Rule 901, in its simplicity and supportability, works for ordinary people who are most likely
to notice and to suffer from air pollution and odor nuisances. If USEPA removes 901 from the

Michigan State Implementation Plan, such action could be used as a precedent for MDEQ to
repeal it altogether.

This role is a workable and worthwhile remmant of the strong environmental stance once
credited to Michigan by all other states. It shouid not be touched.

Sincerely,

-

I

" Janet M. Avery
President, AWAKE
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